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AHRI-COST Annual Conference: Empower Human Rights!
COST Action IS0702: The Role of the EU in UN Human Rights Reform
Vienna, Austria 10-12 September 2012
13th Annual AHRI Conference / AHRI Annual Meeting

Wednesday 12 September 2012 
09:00-10:30
MINUTES
Present:

· Belgrade Centre for Human Rights, Serbia
· Centre for Global Governance Studies, University of Leuven
· Centre for International Human Rights, Institute of Commonwealth Studies and Human Rights Consortium, School of Advanced Study, University of London

· Centre for the Study of Global Ethics, Birmingham University

· Czech Centre for Human Rights and Democratization

· Chr. Michelsen Institute, Norway

· Danish Institute for Human Rights, Denmark

· European Training- and Research Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Graz, Austria
· Human Rights and Social Justice Research Institute, London Metropolitan University
· Human Rights Centre, Queen’s University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK
· Human Rights Law Centre, University of Nottingham School of Law, UK

· Human Rights Observatory / Observatoire des Droits de l'Homme, University of Luxembourg
· Human Rights Research Group, Newcastle Law School, University of Newcastle, UK
· Icelandic Human Rights Center, Iceland

· Institute for Human Rights, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium
· Institute of Human Rights, University of Iceland

· Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway
· Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Austria

· Nansen Center for Peace and Dialogue, Norwegian Humanistic Academy, Lillehammer, Norway

· Netherlands Institute of Human Rights (SIM), University of Utrecht, the Netherlands
· Newcastle Forum for Human Rights and Social Justice, Newcastle University
· Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo, Norway

· Poznan Centre for Human Rights, Polish Academy of Sciences

· Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Lund, Sweden
· Research Group Law and Development, University of Antwerp

· Transitional Justice Institute, Queens University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK
1. Opening of the meeting by Prof. Nils Butenschøn, AHRI Chair 2009-2011
Welcome by AHRI Chair Nils Butenschøn, who emphasised the importance of the meeting because of the approaching closure of the current COST action, the two consecutive Actions having been vital to the AHRI network, and the need for finding sources of financing the future AHRI work. Butenschøn summed up the work carried out within framework of AHRI/COST, underling the successful endeavour of AHRI to offer research-based advice to the UN and the European policy makers and mechanisms. The welcome was followed by a round of introduction amongst the participants.

2. Approval of minutes from the last meeting held in Venice 2011.
The minutes were approved by the Assembly

3. Membership applications and presentations.

The following new members were admitted for membership:
A. Crucible Centre for Human Rights, Roehampton University, submitted by 
Michele Lam. Supported by Dr. Damien Short, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, Director of the Human Rights Consortium at ICS.
B. Czech Centre for Human Rights and Democratization (CCHRD), submitted by Zuzana Melcrová. Supported by Dr. Sylvie Langlaude, Human Rights Centre at Queen's University, Belfast.
4. The transition of the AHRI secretariat from the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights to the Danish Institute for Human Rights (Charlotte Flindt Pedersen, vice director of the Danish Institute for Human Rights, DIHR)
Charlotte Flindt Pedersen gave a short introduction to DIHR, followed by proposing that the Executive Committee be enlarged and more active. The Danish Institute will present the Executive Committee with a new proposal for a strategic framework, within which AHRI can develop.
Charlotte Flindt Pedersen, followed by all participants, expressed their sincere gratitude to Nils Butenschøn and Maria Sommardahl for chairing and coordinating AHRI through a very fruitful period in the network’s history. The participants also expressed their gratitude to Manfred Nowak and the staff at the Boltzmann Institute for chairing the COST Actions as well as hosting the present conference.
5. Enlargement of the Executive Committee for the remaining term (September 2011-September 2014)

The Chair Nils Butenschøn emphasised that substantive discussions about future steps of AHRI are needed, and he mentioned director of DIHR Jonas Christoffersen’s letter addressed to the AHRI members with the aim of exploring the continued interest in AHRI, including the willingness to participate in the Executive Committee. Butenschøn invited participants to join the Executive Committee, in addition to the current members of the Executive Committee as well as to those universities who had indicated an interest to become members in response to the letter of Jonas Christoffersen.
A number of interventions supported the idea of a larger and more active Executive Committee, enabling the Committee to have a  broader geographical composition and facilitating, by means of concrete persons serving in various committees, cooperation across different research networks. Again, the need to have a more global outlook, reaching outside of Europe, was emphasised. 
The EC was hereafter established as follows:

Current membership of EC (elected until 2014): 

Nils A. Butenschøn (University of Oslo)

Margot Salomon (London School of Economics)

Manfred Nowak (University of Vienna)

Jonas Christoffersen/Charlotte Flindt Pedersen (Danish Institute for Human Rights)

Felipe Gómez Isa (University of Deusto)

New members:

Roman Wieruszewski, (Poznan Human Rights Centre)

Vesna Petrovic (Belgrade Centre for Human Rights)

Ingrid Westendorp (Mastrich Centre for Human Rights)

Antoine Buyse (Netherlands Institute of Human Rights, SIM) 

Ray Murphy (Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway)

Jan Wouters (Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies)

Sylvie Langlaude, Human Rights Centre, School of Law, Queen’s University. Belfast (to be confirmed)
Tom Hadden, Transitional Justice Institute, Queens University, Belfast (to be confirmed)
6. Funding suggestions: a new COST Action, presented by Prof. Tom Hadden
Other suggestions: (example: the Nordic Network in Human Rights Research)
Tom Hadden presented a proposal for a new COST Action. The proposal is entitled “Rights and Immigrant Communities: Balancing Accommodation and Integration”. The initiative was warmly welcomed and appreciated by the participants. A number of comments to and suggestions for the content of the proposal were brought forward. It was decided that Tom Hadden take the proposal forward to the first-coming COST Action Call, with deadline for the first round 28 September. A working group was establishing with the aim of working together with Tom Hadden on the proposal for the first round. The group met in prolongation of the AHRI meeting. 
7. Concluding remarks and time and place for the next AHRI meeting.
The date for the Annual Meeting 2013 was tentatively scheduled to take place 9 to 11 September 2012 in Copenhagen (both date and venue has to be finally decided on the first-coming Executive Committee meeting. 

Eva Maria Lassen

